
 
 

Monthly Council Meeting Minutes 

January 18, 2021 
 

Present  

 
Mayor Basil Stewart 
Deputy Mayor Norma McColeman 
Councillor Bruce MacDougall 
Councillor Justin Doiron 
Councillor Barb Ramsay 
Councillor Cory Snow 
Councillor Greg Campbell 
Councillor Brian McFeely 
Councillor Carrie Adams 
Rob Philpott, Chief Administrative Officer 
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services 
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer 
Members of the Media 
Members of the Public  
MLA Steve Howard 
MLA Trish Altass 
 
 

Call to Order / Approval of Agenda / Any Conflict of Interest Declaration 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Stewart 
 
 
Motion   It was moved and seconded; 
That  The agenda be approved as amended. 
Motion Carried  
 
 
Conflict of Interest Declaration – There were no conflicts declared by any Council member with any item on the 
agenda 
 
 

Approval of the Minutes   

 
Motion   It was moved by and seconded; 
That  The minutes of the Monthly Meeting dated December 21, 2020 be approved as circulated. 
Motion Carried 
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Presentation 

 
Laura Cannon read the citation for the Volunteer of the Year Award, presented this year to Sue Gallant. 
 
“The Volunteer of the Year Award is awarded to a City of Summerside resident who has made outstanding 
contributions to life in the City through their extensive volunteer service. Please join me in congratulating Sue 
Gallant on this much-deserved award.  
 
Kinsmen, Kinette and Kin clubs across Canada work to better their communities, enhance the well-being of 
Canadians, and improve the environment. Sue Gallant has been involved with the Summerside Kinettes for 22 
years and has served as President of the club for the past 16 years. She is also the co-chair of the Kinsman 
Christmas Appeal which provides hampers of toys, clothing and food for 200 to 225 families and seniors over the 
holidays. 
 
It is well known that Sue always finds the time and energy to help in the community. It was noted that after the 
names for the hampers have been chosen and the donation money is spent, Sue has such a big heart that she often 
personally purchases items to support others in need. 
 
The nominating committee read, “If I had to describe Sue, my first thought would be caring. She has the biggest 
heart of anyone I know. She is also very humble. She doesn’t do what she does for the recognition. She does it for 
the pure joy of helping others.” 
 
On behalf of Mayor Stewart and Summerside City Council, I’m very pleased to present the 2020 Volunteer of the 
Year Award to Sue Gallant. “ 
 
 
 
 

Financial Services – Chair, Deputy Mayor McColeman 

 
Report:  
 
“The preparation of our 2021-22 capital and operating budgets is well underway and council will begin their 
deliberations in early February.   We expect to present this budget to our residents in early March 2021. 
 
Our latest projection for our current fiscal year is reporting a surplus $87,180 which is due to operating results of 
our general fund and utilities.   We continue to meet with the individual departments to determine the impact the 
pandemic is having and may continue to have on our operations. 
 
A resolution is being presented this evening to approve our long-term financing.  This is our annual borrowing of 
capital expenditures relating to the previous fiscal year.  The long-term financing for the 2019-20 capital 
expenditures is $3,625,300; the more significant expenditures relate to the renovation of the Electric service 
building and water and sewer reconstruction.  With this borrowing the City is still within allowable debt limits as 
legislated by the Province of PEI through the Municipal Government Act.  
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We are still encouraging customers who have outstanding utility balances and have not requested a payment 
arrangement to contact Financial Services at 902-432-1230.  Collections notices are being mailed out and 
customers are being reminded to address these notices as they are received.   
 
Now, for an update on the status of our utility accounts receivable.  As of January 15, 2021, the following is being 
reported: 
 

• Total overdue balance is $157,700 compared to $146,500 at December 11, 2020. 

• Approximately 9.4% or $14,900 of the overdue balance is greater than 180 days old (this compares to 
11.9% or $17,400 at December 11, 2020)” 

 
 
 
Resolution COS 21-001  It was moved and seconded; 
Whereas The City of Summerside borrow from financial institutions to finance the cost of a portion of its 

capital expenditures from the previous fiscal year, and/or re-finance existing loans that have 
come due, 

 
Be it resolved That Council authorizes long-term borrowing in the amount of $3,625,300 from TD Canada Trust 

for 2019-20 capital expenditures as follows: 

 
 

Loan  
Amount 

Purpose of 
Expenditure 

Term of 
Loan 

Amortization 
of Loan 

Estimated 
Rate of 
Interest 

Method of 
Repayment 

 
 
 
 

$466,200 
 
 

 
 
 
Loans for 2019-20 Capital 
Expenditures: 

• General $466,200 
 

 
10 Years 

 
10 Years 

 
 
Indicative 
Rate of 
1.47%   

 
Interest only until 
March 31, 2021.  
Beginning in April 
2021 equal 
blended monthly 
principal and 
interest 
payments. 
 

 
 
 

$3,159,100 
 

 
Loans for 2019-20 Capital 
Expenditures: 

• Electric - $1,969,800 

• Water - $902,600 

• Sewer - $286,700 
 

 
20 Years 
(bankers 
acceptance 
with interest 
rate swap, 
all-in fixed 

 
 
 

20 Years 

 
 
Indicative 
Rate of 
1.95% 

 
Interest only until 
March 31, 2021.  
Beginning in April 
2021 equal 
blended monthly 
principal and 
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rate of 
1.95%) 
 

interest 
payments. 
 

 

The City of Summerside is able to incur the indebtedness and liability as set out above.  The loan total, $3,625,300, 
will not cause the City of Summerside to exceed its debt limit as set out in the Municipal Government Act Part 3, 
Division 3, Section 164 (3).  The security required for this borrowing transaction is the appropriate borrowing 
resolution and related documentation. 
 
This bears the recommendation of the Finance Committee meeting of January 14, 2021. 
 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
 
 

Technical Services – Chair, Councillor Justin Doiron 

 
Report:  
 
“We have closed out the 2020 construction season, but we still have a number of construction projects that will 
continue throughout the winter. Staff are working on the 2021 capital budget items while wrapping up the 
paperwork from this year’s projects. Staff have also started designing our portion of the 2021 capital projects in 
order to have them ready for Spring Tenders and May construction starts. 
 
Staff continues to review and assist the public with pending developments and building permits. A number of items 
are coming to public meetings in the next few weeks, a couple rezonings, a discretionary use and couple street 
closures.   
 
Our office is still encouraging people to continue to send in your information electronically as they have been doing 
and if you need to see someone, please call ahead for an appointment to ensure you are able to meet with 
someone. We will continue reviewing all information submitted and respond back to these submissions if any 
additional information may be required for their permits.  
 
We finished off the month of December with 5 building permits for total of 370 permits for the year, for a total 
value of $42.5M. The average number of permits issued per year would be around 210, so this is a substantial 
increase in activity from a typical year.  This is the 4th time in 15 years we have topped the $40 M per year, but 
typically those years have had a major project to account for a good portion of the total. Our average would be 
around $27 M, so again, a substantial increase from a typical year. The total permit value and number of permits 
are one of our higher years which has led to an extremely busy year, when you consider the condensation with the 
Covid situation from earlier in the year. 
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Several Developers are still reaching out to staff for assistance with their proposed projects for 2021. Now is a 
great time to prepare for those projects you are thinking about for 2021 so we are encouraging our Citizens to ask 
for assistance with their upcoming projects. Staff will continue to work with these developers and citizens to bring 
these developments to the permit stage.” 
 
 
Resolution COS 21-002  It was moved and seconded; 
WHEREAS owing to increased residential and commercial density at or near the intersection of Central Street and 
Pope Road, Technical Services staff have advised Council that it is necessary and desirable that the City of 
Summerside should improve the vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection for the purpose of 
improving traffic flow and enhancing public safety;   
 
AND WHEREAS the lands currently held by the City of Summerside are insufficient to permit the necessary vehicular 
and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Summerside has reached agreement with some but not all adjoining landowners 
respecting the purchase and sale of the lands required to build the said vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure;  
 
AND WHEREAS section 188 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 authorizes Council to 
expropriate any land that it considers expedient for a public work or other public purpose;  
 
AND WHEREAS subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 requires that prior to 
expropriating any interest in land, Council shall pass a resolution giving notice of its intention to expropriate land;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, 
Council for the City of Summerside give notice of its intention to expropriate lands within the City of Summerside 
as follows:  
 

a) General description of the lands:  

 
The lands to be expropriated are described as follows:  
 

Part of PID 460204  
 
ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND situate, lying and being at Lot or Township Number Seventeen 
(17), in Prince County, Province of Prince Edward Island, as shown and delineated on the 
sketch entitled “Central Street and Pope Road Intersection Redesign” being attached hereto 
as Schedule “A”; 
 
CONTAINING One Hundred and Twelve point Eight (112.8) square meters of land a little 
more or less;  
 
AND BEING the northern portion of the said lands also known as PID 460204, as shown on 
the said sketch.   
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b) Nature of the interest intended to be expropriated:  

 
Council intends to expropriate the fee simple interest in the lands described herein, which includes all the 
interest in the land to which this resolution relates.  
 

c) Public purpose for which the interest is required:  

 
Council requires the lands described herein to facilitate the building of a roundabout at the intersection of 
Central Street and Pope Road, which roundabout is necessary and desirable in the interest of public safety 
and improved traffic flow.  
 

d) Survey Authorization  

 
Pursuant to section 190 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, Council hereby authorizes 
the Chief Administrative Officer or his designate to engage a land surveyor licensed under the Land 
Surveyors Act, RSPEI 1988, c L-3.1, and the land surveyor and any person working under that person’s 
authority shall be permitted to enter upon the lands described herein for the purpose of surveying the land 
and preparing a legal description of it.  
 

e) Resolution to Expropriate  

 
Council shall vote on a resolution at its next regularly scheduled public meeting on February 16th, 2021 on 
the issue of whether to expropriate the lands described herein.  
 

f) Statement on Expropriation  

 
Should the above-described resolution to expropriate receive the support of two-thirds of Council members 
present, and after Council serves on the owner a certified copy of the resolution passed, all the interest in 
the lands described herein shall be expropriated and become vested in the City of Summerside on the 
registration and filing in the office of the Registrar of Deeds for Prince County of the said resolution to 
expropriate, the survey plan, and a legal description of the said lands.  

 
 
Discussion: 
 
Mayor Stewart inquired on where the resolution stated “two-thirds of Council” meant the full council including the 
Mayor or only Councillors.  Staff stated that it would include the Mayor, so two-thirds of all 9 Council members.  
CAO Philpott stated that for tonight, it is a majority of Council that is required on the votes. 
 
Councillor Snow stated that this project is one that has been tried to be completed for many years and the solution 
presented is the least intrusive of other designs. 
 
Councillor Campbell stated that the completion of this project will help ease traffic in other nearby areas. 
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Councillor MacDougall stated that he will be supporting the resolution and the new design has accommodated a 
lot of things and that it is time to move ahead. 
 
Councillor Ramsay stated that she will be supporting this resolution as this project is in her ward and she has 
received many complaints on it.  She stated that there is an opportunity to have the part of the properties affected 
to be purchased by the City and are working hard to make that happen. 
 
Deputy Mayor McColeman stated that the project has been looked at for many years and this is the least intrusive 
plan for the area. 
 
Councillor McFeely stated that he will be supporting the resolution and the City has made efforts to negotiate a fair 
and reasonable agreement with the property owners. 
 
Councillor Adams stated that it is hopeful that a resolution can be reached before the February meetings as this 
area does affect a lot of people travelling in the City. 
 
Councillor Doiron stated that there will be improvements near the area including squaring off the area of Robinson 
Avenue, along with making it safer for trucks entering behind the plaza and making it safer around the Salvation 
Army, new sidewalks will be installed as well. 
 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
 
 
 
Resolution COS 21-003  It was moved and seconded; 
WHEREAS owing to increased residential and commercial density at or near the intersection of Central Street and 
Pope Road, Technical Services staff have advised Council that it is necessary and desirable that the City of 
Summerside should improve the vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection for the purpose of 
improving traffic flow and enhancing public safety;   
 
AND WHEREAS the lands currently held by the City of Summerside are insufficient to permit the necessary vehicular 
and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Summerside has reached agreement with some but not all adjoining landowners 
respecting the purchase and sale of the lands required to build the said vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure;  
 
AND WHEREAS section 188 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 authorizes Council to 
expropriate any land that it considers expedient for a public work or other public purpose;  
 
AND WHEREAS subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 requires that prior to 
expropriating any interest in land, Council shall pass a resolution giving notice of its intention to expropriate land;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, 
Council for the City of Summerside give notice of its intention to expropriate lands within the City of Summerside 
as follows:  
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a) General description of the lands:  

The lands to be expropriated are described as follows:  
 

Part of PID 453878  
 
ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND situate, lying and being at Lot or Township Number Seventeen 
(17), in Prince County, Province of Prince Edward Island, as shown and delineated on the 
sketch entitled “Central Street and Pope Road Intersection Redesign” being attached hereto 
as Schedule “A”; 
 
CONTAINING One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen point Seven (1,916.7) square meters 
of land a little more or less;  
 
AND BEING the south-eastern portion of the said lands also known as PID 453878, as shown 
on the said sketch.   

 
b) Nature of the interest intended to be expropriated:  

Council intends to expropriate the fee simple interest in the lands described herein, which includes all the 
interest in the land to which this resolution relates.  
 

c) Public purpose for which the interest is required:  

Council requires the lands described herein to facilitate the building of a roundabout at the intersection of 
Central Street and Pope Road, which roundabout is necessary and desirable in the interest of public safety 
and improved traffic flow.  
 

d) Survey Authorization  

Pursuant to section 190 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, Council hereby authorizes 
the Chief Administrative Officer or his designate to engage a land surveyor licensed under the Land 
Surveyors Act, RSPEI 1988, c L-3.1, and the land surveyor and any person working under that person’s 
authority shall be permitted to enter upon the lands described herein for the purpose of surveying the land 
and preparing a legal description of it.  
 

e) Resolution to Expropriate  

Council shall vote on a resolution at its next regularly scheduled public meeting on February 16th, 2021 on 
the issue of whether to expropriate the lands described herein.  
 

f) Statement on Expropriation  

Should the above-described resolution to expropriate receive the support of two-thirds of Council members 
present, and after Council serves on the owner a certified copy of the resolution passed, all the interest in 
the lands described herein shall be expropriated and become vested in the City of Summerside on the 
registration and filing in the office of the Registrar of Deeds for Prince County of the said resolution to 
expropriate, the survey plan, and a legal description of the said lands.  

 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
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Resolution COS 21-005  It was moved and seconded; 
WHEREAS owing to increased residential and commercial density at or near the intersection of Central Street and 
Pope Road, Technical Services staff have advised Council that it is necessary and desirable that the City of 
Summerside should improve the vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection for the purpose of 
improving traffic flow and enhancing public safety;   
 
AND WHEREAS the lands currently held by the City of Summerside are insufficient to permit the necessary vehicular 
and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Summerside has reached agreement with some but not all adjoining landowners 
respecting the purchase and sale of the lands required to build the said vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure;  
 
AND WHEREAS section 188 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 authorizes Council to 
expropriate any land that it considers expedient for a public work or other public purpose;  
 
AND WHEREAS subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 requires that prior to 
expropriating any interest in land, Council shall pass a resolution giving notice of its intention to expropriate land;  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, 
Council for the City of Summerside give notice of its intention to expropriate lands within the City of Summerside 
as follows:  
 

a) General description of the lands:  

 
The lands to be expropriated are described as follows:  

 
Part of PID 846808  
 
ALSO ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND situate, lying and being at Lot or Township Number 
Seventeen (17), in Prince County, Province of Prince Edward Island, as shown and delineated 
on the sketch entitled “Central Street and Pope Road Intersection Redesign” and attached 
hereto as Schedule “A”; 
 
CONTAINING One Hundred and Eighty point Four (180.4) square meters of land a little more 
or less;  
 
AND BEING the northern portion of the said lands also known as PID 846808, as shown and 
delineated on the said sketch as PID 71092.   

 
 

b) Nature of the interest intended to be expropriated:  

Council intends to expropriate the fee simple interest in the lands described herein, which includes all the 
interest in the land to which this resolution relates.  
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c) Public purpose for which the interest is required:  

Council requires the lands described herein to facilitate the building of a roundabout and related sidewalk 
infrastructure at the intersection of Central Street and Pope Road, which infrastructure is necessary and 
desirable in the interest of public safety and improved traffic flow.  
 

d) Survey Authorization  

Pursuant to section 190 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, Council hereby authorizes 
the Chief Administrative Officer or his designate to engage a land surveyor licensed under the Land 
Surveyors Act, RSPEI 1988, c L-3.1, and the land surveyor and any person working under that person’s 
authority shall be permitted to enter upon the lands described herein for the purpose of surveying the land 
and preparing a legal description of it.  
 

e) Resolution to Expropriate  

Council shall vote on a resolution at its next regularly scheduled public meeting on February 16th, 2021 on 
the issue of whether to expropriate the lands described herein.  
 

f) Statement on Expropriation  

Should the above-described resolution to expropriate receive the support of two-thirds of Council members 
present, and after Council serves on the owner a certified copy of the resolution passed, all the interest in 
the lands described herein shall be expropriated and become vested in the City of Summerside on the 
registration and filing in the office of the Registrar of Deeds for Prince County of the said resolution to 
expropriate, the survey plan, and a legal description of the said lands.  

 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
 
 
 
 
Resolution COS 21-006  It was moved and seconded; 
WHEREAS owing to increased residential and commercial density at or near the intersection of Central Street and 
Pope Road, Technical Services staff have advised Council that it is necessary and desirable that the City of 
Summerside should improve the vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection for the purpose of 
improving traffic flow and enhancing public safety;   
 
AND WHEREAS the lands currently held by the City of Summerside are insufficient to permit the necessary vehicular 
and pedestrian infrastructure at the said intersection;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Summerside has reached agreement with some but not all adjoining landowners 
respecting the purchase and sale of the lands required to build the said vehicular and pedestrian infrastructure;  
 
AND WHEREAS section 188 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 authorizes Council to 
expropriate any land that it considers expedient for a public work or other public purpose;  
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AND WHEREAS subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1 requires that prior to 
expropriating any interest in land, Council shall pass a resolution giving notice of its intention to expropriate land;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to subsection 189(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, 
Council for the City of Summerside give notice of its intention to expropriate lands within the City of Summerside 
as follows:  
 

a) General description of the lands:  

 
The lands to be expropriated are described as follows:  
 

Part of PID 674911  
 
ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND situate, lying and being at Lot or Township Number Seventeen 
(17), in Prince County, Province of Prince Edward Island, as shown and delineated on the 
sketch entitled “Central Street and Pope Road Intersection Redesign” being attached hereto 
as Schedule “A”; 
 
CONTAINING Eight point Two (8.2) square meters of land a little more or less;  
 
AND BEING the northeastern and northwestern corners of the said lands also known as PID 
674911, as shown on the said sketch.   
 

 
b) Nature of the interest intended to be expropriated:  

 
Council intends to expropriate the fee simple interest in the lands described herein, which includes all the 
interest in the land to which this resolution relates.  
 

c) Public purpose for which the interest is required:  

 
Council requires the lands described herein to facilitate the building of a roundabout and related sidewalk 
infrastructure at the intersection of Central Street and Pope Road, which infrastructure is necessary and 
desirable in the interest of public safety and improved traffic flow.  
 

d) Survey Authorization  

 
Pursuant to section 190 of the Municipal Government Act, RSPEI 1988, c M-12.1, Council hereby authorizes 
the Chief Administrative Officer or his designate to engage a land surveyor licensed under the Land 
Surveyors Act, RSPEI 1988, c L-3.1, and the land surveyor and any person working under that person’s 
authority shall be permitted to enter upon the lands described herein for the purpose of surveying the land 
and preparing a legal description of it.  
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e) Resolution to Expropriate  

 
Council shall vote on a resolution at its next regularly scheduled public meeting on February 16th, 2021 on 
the issue of whether to expropriate the lands described herein.  
 
 

f) Statement on Expropriation  

Should the above-described resolution to expropriate receive the support of two-thirds of Council members 
present, and after Council serves on the owner a certified copy of the resolution passed, all the interest in 
the lands described herein shall be expropriated and become vested in the City of Summerside on the 
registration and filing in the office of the Registrar of Deeds for Prince County of the said resolution to 
expropriate, the survey plan, and a legal description of the said lands.  

 
Resolution Carried 8-0 
 
 
 

Economic Development – Chair, Councillor Brian McFeely 

 
Report:  
 
“I am pleased to present a brief report for January on our activities for the month.  While somewhat scant on fulsome 
details, rest assured the office has been very active on a number of legacy files, projects and prospects as we prepare 
for 2021.  This by all indications is shaping up to be as busy, if not more than last calendar year. 
 
In my discussions with the department we are working on wrapping up some internal reports and preparing 2021 
action plans on several initiatives and investment opportunities.  The office within the coming months are looking 
to update not only council but on some of our public facing projects including but not limited to: 
 
 

✓ Our Transit Review Report 
✓ The release of the Economic Development Annual Report 2020 
✓ Further a pilot project of Electric Vehicle Conversion testing  
✓ Working with the Sunbank Project Team on finalizing the release of the project RFP’s  
✓ Continuing to look at next steps on Core Block 
✓ Continue the servicing of our Immigration Investors looking to establish in 2021 
✓ Working on several significant projects for 2021 including our buildings in the Business Commons 
✓ Working with several investors on expansion plans for Summerside 
✓ Continuing our work on the Smart Landing Canada Program 
✓ Looking to formal release our strategy on the new Summerside Xchange, a truly different business 

accelerator 
 
The past several weeks since the Christmas Holidays has been busy with reengaging collaborators, investors and 
furthering our active files to set us up for a productive and active 2021 investment season. 
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Summerside has always been well positioned for investment and our economic fundamentals are some of the 
strongest on the Island.  Investors and businesses took significant strides in 2020 by continuing to grow our economy 
at a record pace.  The office continued its track of servicing a variety of clients taking a deep look into investment 
opportunities throughout the year and despite the challenges of 2020, Summerside is well positioned for the future. 
 
With that Mr Mayor I will conclude my brief remarks and as things begin to progress, I will as always continue to 
update Council and the public on what are some truly exciting projects and initiatives that the department is working 
on for 2021” 
 
 
 

Police/Fire& Emergency – Chair, Councillor Barb Ramsay 

 
Fire Report: 
 

“There were 24 calls for assistance during the month of December; they are as follows: 
1 - Medical First Responder Call 
15 - Alarm Panel Calls 
1 - Dumpster Fire 
2 - Structure Fires 
3 - Miscellaneous Calls 
1 - Carbon Monoxide Call 
1 - Cancelled Call 
 
Training with the added burden of Covid19 restrictions proves to be very challenging, so firefighters 
have been hitting the books during December working on the theory of firefighting. Members are 
given training hours to read and study our newly developed Operating Guidelines.  

 
Notes: 

• Long serving firefighter Rick Morrison announced that effective January 4th he will be retiring from 
the fire service. Rick joined the department on January 1st, 1983. Those 40 years constitute two 
thirds of his entire life. Thank you for your service and dedication Rick. 

• Chief Enman would like to officially welcome our four newest members: Paul Daniels, Neil Ramsay, 
and Johnathan Myers. All three will immediately fill roles because of previous training with other 
fire departments. Welcome aboard Gentlemen!” 
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Police Report:  
 

“Committee and Volunteer Work 
 
Face to face meetings continued to increase during December while still self-distancing and remaining 
vigilant with the rules surrounding pandemic protocols although this may change again in January 
depending on the rules from CPHO.  Several meetings took place during November including: Mobile 
crisis team and Bridge meetings every Tues & Thurs to deal with people at risk. SPS staff continued to 
have conference calls bi-weekly with PEI law enforcement members and staff from Public Health. During 
December SPS members did several checks of persons who are self-isolating to make sure they were 
following the rules set by CPHO.   
 
Training and Service Enhancements 
 
During December members took part in the annual re-certs for Use of Force & Taser training which were 
instructed by two SPS members. Besides meetings concerning Bridge as above, members took training in 
this aspect as it relates to ‘Situational Table Awareness’ and ‘Privacy Training’. 
  
Community Policing Activities 
 
One member did two presentations on ‘Internet Safety’ to 2 grade 6 classes at a local elementary school. 
 
Occurrence Statistics 
 
The following is a list of some of occurrence totals for December 2020 and totals for the year 2020 
 
Calls for Service – 508 (Total for 2020 is 6993) 
Traffic Accidents – 24  (Total for 2020 is 264) 
Reported Crimes of Assaults & Threats – 15  (Total for 2020 is 253) 
Theft Reports – 24   (Total for 2020 is 317) 
Impaired Driving Offences – 2 (Total for 2020 is 78) 
Highway Traffic Act Charges 84 including 4 speeding (Total for 2020 is 1216 HTA charges including 346 
speeding tickets) 
Break & Enter Reports (Business & Residential) – 2 (Total for 2020 is 88) 
Drug Enforcement Charges – 3  (Total for 2020 by SPS is 123 plus 63 charges by JFO)” 
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Community Services – Chair, Councillor Cory Snow 

 
Report:  
 
“The 2020 edition of December was a little different than previous years’, but it was certainly a fun and 
entertaining one. The month kicked-off with plenty of public skates at Credit Union Place, many of which were fully 
booked especially on weekends. 
 
While Credit Union Place was seeing an increase in users due to the cooler temperatures outside, the facility 
temporarily closed on December 7 in response to the guidance given from the Chief Public Health Office regarding 
the ongoing pandemic. Staff continued to work and prepare for the holiday season and took the lead on Santa’s 
Summerside Tour which turned out to be a highlight from the month of December. Over the span of two evenings, 
Santa toured the City’s various neighborhoods wishing residents a Merry Christmas. Little be known…he was 
followed by The Grinch! During a difficult time for many due to Covid-19, Santa touring Summerside was a unique 
way to bring a positive vibe to the City and get children excited for Christmas.  
 
Reopening on December 18, the facility welcomed back minor sport organizations and users alike. With new Covid-
19 restrictions in place, including no spectators, staff found a creative way have parents and guardians tune in 
remotely with a live-stream from Eastlink Arena.  
 
The Province of PEI approached the City with funding to do a shop local campaign during the Holiday Season. The 
‘For the Love of Summerside’ campaign was then launched which invited local businesses and restaurants to name 
their number 1 holiday gift idea. In return, a $250 gift-card was purchased from each business/restaurant who 
submitted. From there, anyone who shopped at one of the participating businesses received a ballot for a change 
to win one of the $250 gift-cards. The response was overwhelming and great to see so many people shopping local 
during the holiday season. 
 
Staff continued to prepare for Active Winter and get programming in place for when the winter weather arrives. 
This year Active Winter will feature plenty of programming, including the always popular fat-biking, snowshoeing, 
monster snow hill races, indoor and outdoor public skates, along with some new programming such as wagon 
rides, spike ball and squash. Overall, there’s more than 30 days of schedule programming and come-try events.  
 
Registration for the winter edition of Swimming Lesson opened towards the end of the month, which filled up 
immediately. Lessons are underway in January. 
 
With Covid-19 restrictions in place, staff continue to take guidance from the CHPO and make adjustments to the 
restrictions in place when needed and possible.” 
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HR & Legal Affairs, Culture Summerside and Policy & Bylaw Review Committee 

 
Human Resources and Legal Affairs Report:  

• The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee as well as department sub-committees continue to meet 
on a regular monthly basis 

• The department provided support at various meetings this month  

• Contract negotiations are currently underway with the police, outside workers and electrical unions 

• Competitions are currently underway for a temporary electrical technician and aquatics manager 

• We welcome Rebecca Covyeow who has joined us as a temporary Customer Service Representative 

• WHMIS training will be held for staff this month 

• The City has registered with the GO! PEI Active Workplace Challenge that aids and supports staff to be active 
and healthy 

 
 
Culture Summerside Report:  

 
The following report captures some highlights of Culture Summerside’s activity from the mid Dec. to the 
mid Jan. time period.  

 

• Wyatt Heritage Properties Inc. and Culture Summerside presented, “The Magic of Christmas” at Wyatt 
Heritage Properties. The program celebrated the history of the long-standing tradition of the 
Christmas tree, one of the most embraced traditions of Christmas. Hundreds of school aged children 
with teachers and chaperones attended the Christmas program during the first two full weeks of 
January 2021. Due to COVID 19 restrictions each class participating was allocated their own time slot. 
This program originally scheduled for before Christmas and the current Circuit Breaker restrictions, 
filled up quickly despite the new January schedule. 
The public enjoyed the magic of the trees and the house during The Magic of Christmas on January 
13th and 14th. 
 

• Deadlines are being met in the area of grant writing; proposals and reports are being submitted to 
government organizations pertaining to past programming and proposed programming for summer, 
fall and winter of 2021 / 2022. 
 

• Culture Summerside staff are preparing for heritage week activities. 

 
 
Policy & Bylaw Review Committee Report:  

 
“Residents may recall that City Council approved proposed changes to the taxi bylaw at last month’s Council 
meeting.  However, shortly after the adoption of these changes, the Province announced that it would be 
permanently relaxing some of its regulations regarding the delivery of alcohol by various establishments.  
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We will review these changes approved by the Province to determine whether the bylaw needs to be amended, in 
order to be consistent with provincial practice.  
 
The Committee’s work also continues on other fronts.  We are reviewing the unsightly premises bylaw to 
determine whether changes are required to the enforcement provisions contained within the bylaw.  
 
Of note as well is that the City is reviewing applications from residents who would like to serve on the City’s new 
seniors committee.  We expect to announce the members of this committee shortly.  
 
Finally, back in the fall, residents may recall that Council issued a public statement of action, in response to 
concerns regarding the payment of outstanding utility accounts and the public disclosure of this information.  
Council had directed that changes be considered for the City’s Code of Conduct and the Utility Collection Policy, 
and to develop a communications protocol around the disclosure of outstanding electric accounts.  This is nearing 
completion and we expect to present the results of this work in the very near future.” 
 
 

Municipal Services – Chair, Councillor Bruce MacDougall 

 
Report:  
 

The sewage treatment plant is back in compliance with its effluent as of January 6, 2021.  Treatment plant 
operations have returned to normal operating parameters in the first week of January. 

- The sewage treatment plant performed the following maintenance this month: 
  - The biosolids dryer had replacements of burners and temperature control module. 
  - Replaced a failed flow switch in the pump pit. 
  - The Moyno sludge dewatering pumps were rebuilt with new stators 
  - UV lights were replaced and cleaned. 
- Water Line reconstructions are complete for the year and all items have been tested and commissioned 
- Public works cleaned several catch basins this month. 
- Street signs are being repaired as identified for missing or damaged.  If the public has information 

regarding missing or damaged street signage please let the City know at 902-432-1268. 
- Green Drive has had new speeding signs installed from 50 down to 40 kph. 
- The following Snow Removal Efforts were completed (December 14/2020 to January 11/2021): 
  - Plowing Roads 5 times 

- Parking lot plowing 5 times 
- Down town clean up 3 times 
- Blow sidewalk cores 3 times 
- Street salting 11 times 
- Sidewalk salting 10 times 
- Sidewalk plowing 7 times 
- Parking lot plowing 5 times 

- Public reminded that during winter season it is helpful to keep in mind to keep vehicles out of the 
roadway for clearing efforts overnight.  (Winter parking ban in effect).  
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GENERAL OPERATIONAL STATISTICS:  
Water and Sewer Utilities: 
- 1 Catch basin was repaired this month. 
- 29 water samples were taken with clear of bacteria.  Three samples had to be retested due to some 

background bacteria but upon retesting were fine, chlorine residuals were still present in the water for 
protection. 

- 12 chlorination samples taken all within parameters. 
- 8 water turn on and offs for the month. 
- 2 water mains were repaired this month on West Drive and on Central Street. 
- 5 sewer calls this month. 
- 1 sewer video performed this month and was replaced after video. 
- Sewer effluent to harbor (243,636 cubic meters treated). 
- 70,669 gallons of septage received to the plant from outlying areas. (servicing the county). 
- 275 Tons of Bio fertilizer were created this month at the Sewage Treatment Plant. 
 
 

Electric Services – Chair, Councillor Greg Campbell 

 
Report:  
 
Work Tasks Highlights: 

- 13 street lights on Mackenzie Drive have been repaired. 
- The new standby generator on Pope Road water tower that powers the radio communications that were 

lost during storm Dorian has been commissioned. 
- The traffic loop at Granville street and Water Street on the North side has been repaired. 
- The electric meter changes have been completed for 2020. 
- Staff had a core training completed for forklift, elevated platform and Lock out tag out. 
- Boardwalk and street lighting repairs were conducted this month. (ongoing item) 
- 6 units installed for Heat For Less Now program. 
- New lighting was installed for the Oval Ice-skating track at the Queen Elizabeth Park/Ballfields. 
- New street lighting was installed at the lower end of Putter’s Lane subdivision. 
- Russell Street apartments have been completed for servicing. 
- A bird nesting pole was relocated on Putters Lane further up into the wetland area and away from the 

developmental lots in the lower end. 
- Summerside Sunbank land clearing has started on Dec 27, 2020 and now has approximately 45% of the 

work completed. 
- Christmas lighting has been removed from the City. 

 
GENERAL OPERATIONAL STATISTICS: 
 
Electric Utility: 
- 51.9% of our Electricity came from wind in December.  (Note: 2020 has been the most wind production from 

the wind farm in its 10 years of operation.) 
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- Generator run hours were 8.3 hours. 
- 6 new electric customers energized this month. 
- 11 electrical service upgrades 
- 8 customer outage events for the month. 
- 8 new poles were installed and 12 removed. 
- 3 transformers were replaced. 

 
Mayor Stewart stated that in regards to electrical rates, Council hasn’t met to make a decision and whether to 
follow Maritime Electric based on their recent increase. 
 
Councillor MacDougall stated that if the City does not follow the Maritime Electric rates, then residents not on City 
electric should receive a rebate. 
 
Councillor Snow stated that city residents currently on Maritime Electric, should benefit from being on City electric. 
 
Councillor Adams stated that several homeowners in her ward on Maritime Electric have already reached out to 
her expressing their concerns. 
 
Councillor Doiron stated that he would support a rebate if it came to that to make it fair. 
 
 
 

Adjournment 

 
Motion   It was moved and seconded; 
That  The meeting be adjourned.   
Motion Carried 
 
 
Basil L. Stewart 
Mayor 
 
 
Brian Hawrylak 
HR Officer 


